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internal marks of a suspicious piece, they turned to
the Persian manuscript produced by Mr. Scott and
Mr. Baber, and comparing it with Mr. Goring's pa-
pers, they found the latter carefully sealed upon every
leaf, as they believe is the practice universal in all
authentic pieces. They found on the former no seal
or signature whatsoever, either at the top or bottom,
of the scroll. This circumstance of a want of signa-
ture not only takes away all authority from the piece
as evidence, but strongly confirmed the suspicions en-
tertained by your Committee, on reading the trans-
lation, of unwarrantable practices in the whole con-
duct of this business, even if the translation should
be found substantially to agree with the original,
such an original as it is. The Persian roll is in the
custody of the clerk of your Committee for further
examination.

Mr. Baber and Mr. Scott, being examined on these
material defects in the authentication of a paper pro-
duced by them as authentic, could give no sort of ac-
count how it happened to be without a signature;
nor did Mr. Baber explain how he came to accept
and use it in that condition.

On the whole, your Committee conceive that all
the parts of the transaction, as they appear in the
Company's records, are consistent, and mutually
throw light on each other.

The Court of Directors order the President and
Council to appoint a minister to transact the political
affairs of the government, and to select for that pur-
pose some person well qualified for the affairs of gov*
ernmentj and to be the minister of government. Mr,
Hastings selects for the minister so described and so
qualified a woman locked up in a seraglio. He is or-
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